A survey was conducted to investigate the viruses infecting Solanum muricatum (Pepino) The ca 200 bp and 560 bp PCR products obtained using generic Fabavirus and specific Verbena latent carlavirus (VeLV) primers showed 96% and 97% nucleotide identity with the published BBWV1 RNA1 sequence and VeLV Israel isolate, respectively. A cloned amplicon sequence obtained using commercially available broad-spectrum Carmovirus primers was not closely homologous to published Carmovirus sequences, which suggests it may represent a new member of this genus. This is the first report of BBWV-1, VeLV and the unidentified Carmovirus in New Zealand. Moreover, T. majus has been shown to be a new host for VeLV and the unidentified Carmovirus. Tropaeolum majus has become a common weed in New Zealand and may represent a significant reservoir for these viruses. The status of the viruses is under investigation.
